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A baby changes everything. 

Anyone who has been around a newborn knows just how true that is. A baby changes EVERY thing.

YOU KNOW YOU’VE GOT A NEWBORN WHEN...

You discuss the various colors of poo as though it’s the most common thing in the world to discuss. In the middle of the supermarket. At Wal-Mart. Wherever.

The bags under your eyes have bags.

You resent your husband for not helping enough with the baby care (“Does he think I’m a slave?!”)

You resent your husband for helping too much with the baby care (“Does he think I’m incompetent?!”)

You discover a sudden ability to do EVERYTHING one-handed. Seriously... who needs left hands??

It takes three hours just to leave the house.

And when you go the store you have to pack more to take with you than you plan to buy when you get there.

But, a trip to the grocery store without the baby feels like a spa vacation.

While on said trip you find yourself rocking the shopping cart back and forth in a soothing manner.

Well this morning we are going the look at a baby who changed all of history. In many ways this baby was like all other babies. It was tiny and cried and cooed, and giggled like other babies.

Last week we completed the Old Testament account of God’s upper story. Now we have moved into the New Testament. 

The New Testament opens with the four Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

The term gospel simply means good news. So the four gospels tell us the good news about who Jesus is and what He has done for us.

Chapter 22 of the Story that we read this week covers Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 and John 1. 

Most of what we know of the birth and early childhood of Jesus is found in Matthew and Luke.

The gospel according to Mark skips over all of Jesus’ childhood to his baptism by John the Baptist as he enters his public ministry.

The apostle John starts not with the birth of Jesus but with the beginning, I mean quite literally before the beginning of everything. 

The Christmas story is one of the most familiar narratives in the Bible. But unfortunately traditions, carols and marketing have blurred what we think is true about the birth of Christ and what is true.

So let’s have a little Christmas quiz. Can you separate fact from fiction in the Christmas story? Test your knowledge. These are all True/False questions.

T.	There are no records of Joseph speaking in the Christmas story. (Matthew1-2; Luke 1-2)

F.	The wise men were three kings from the orient. (Matt 2) There is no mention of the number of wise men, only the number of gifts. Also, they were probably not kings.

These were wise men from the East, most likely they learned of God’s promise to bring a deliver from Daniel and the other Jews while they were in exile in the Babylonian / Persian Empire.  

Also, the wise men did not arrive on the night of Jesus’ birth. (Matthew 2:1, 11) Jesus could have been as old as 2 years old.

According to Matthew 2:11, they found Jesus “in him in a house” – also references Jesus as a “child”, not a baby. 

F.	The date of Christ’s birth is noted in the Book of Matthew (Matthew 1-2). In fact because the shepherds were in the fields tending the flock it was most likely in the spring, the time that the ewes are giving birth.

F. 	Shepherding was considered a very noble occupation. (Ritually unclean job, but some believe that these shepherds were tending the temple flocks, the lamps that would be used to offer sacrifices in the temple.)

T. 	Jesus’ ancestors include a prostitute, an adulterer and a murderer, a woman who committed incest, and a non-Israelite. (Matthew 1:3, 5, 6) Rahab, David & Bathsheba, Tamar & Judah, & Ruth the Moabite)
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Well, as we have said:
A Baby changes everything!

And that is especially true when that Baby is the Son of God!

If you would, open your Bibles to John chapter 1. 
Let’s pray.

Yes a baby changes everything, but most importantly:

I. This baby can change you (John 1:1-5) 

However, this baby can only change you if you know and accept who He is.

We read here John’s account:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

Now notice how John begins his gospel. What are the first three words?

“In the beginning”, does that ring any bells? Do you remember where we’ve heard this phrase before? 

In the beginning of the Bible . . . the first three words of the Old Testament. Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning. – God created the heavens and the earth”. 
Do you think that it is just a coincident, that John just happened to begin his gospel the same way that Moses began the Bible? 

I think not! John is making a point. 

In fact John is giving us five truths about the baby Jesus we need to understand before any real change can take place in us.
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5 Truths you need to know for real change

The first truth is that:
1. Jesus has existed for all eternity 

By using this phrase “In the beginning” John is saying that Jesus’ birth or even his conception in not his beginning. Granted his birth was miraculous, he born of a virgin in Bethlehem. But that was His humanly birth.  

John is saying that the beginning of the story of Jesus in not in Bethlehem. Jesus didn’t start here or even in Nazareth.

John uses the very words which were used to describe the beginning of time, the beginning of creation. In doing so he is making a bold statement.

He is saying that Jesus existed with God before anything and everything was created. Jesus was preexisting with God. 

Think about it. Jesus is eternal. He has always exited.

Then next truth we need to know about this baby is that:

2. Jesus created everything
Listen again to verse 3
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

How did God create the universe, “with words”? God said let there be light, and there was. Let there be this and let there be that and there was. 

And John is saying do you know who was saying “Let there be?” It was the Word, the voice of Jesus speaking. 

Paul affirms this truth later in Colossians 1:16-17 where he writes:
“For by him [that is Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 

So John is making his case. This baby Jesus born in Bethlehem existed from eternity past with God. And through this baby everything was created.

Here is the third truth we need to know about this baby.

Since there is only one person, one being who the eternal creator John is boldly declaring that this baby born in Bethlehem, this:
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3. Jesus is God

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

This baby can change everything because this baby is God Himself. Jesus didn’t become a god. He wasn’t a man whom the spirit of God came up.
No, Jesus is God!

Through the birth of this baby, born of a virgin in Bethlehem the promises of God are fulfilled.

[bookmark: _GoBack]And here is the fourth truth about this baby. In this child:
4. God became flesh

Look down at the first part of John 1:14.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling [pitched his tent, tabernacled] among us.”

In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God and now this word has become flesh.

God loves us so much that he came to us and dwelled among us. He wanted to display, to show us His love.

How awesome is that! God is not far off and distant. 

God himself became flesh and pitched His tent right here among us.

Well you might say well why would God do that? Why would God become man? Why?

Now I don’t want you to jump ahead on us yet. Good Friday, Easter Sunday and the resurrection are coming. 

We will see in the weeks ahead that Jesus came to die and to rise so that we might have our sins forgiven and the free gift of eternal life.

But keep in mind that God’s upper story has been all about restoring our relationship with Him. And yes, that relationship will only be resorted through faith in Jesus Christ and what He has done for us. 
God loves you. He loves you enough to send His son into the world to die for you. But our salvation is not just about our eternal destination.

Our salvation is about a relationship with a loving God right now! God wants us to choose to love him back.

To love God we need to know who he truly is.

So the last truths about the baby Jesus we need to understand before any real change can take place in us is that:

5. Jesus came to make the Father known

Look at John 1:18. Here John writes “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.” 

Jesus the eternally existing creator who is God and came to dwell among came to reveal God the Father to us. 

Jesus came so that in Him we could know and love the Father right now.

Jesus came to reveal to us the attribute, character, and nature of God. 

Christ came to show that Father loves you and is willing to save you not because you have earned it or deserve it but because that is who His is and what he does. 

Paul tells us in Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

God is a God of grace who gives when we don’t deserve nor have we earned it.  

We no longer have to wonder about God. You don’t have to wander about God, what is like, how He acts, what cares about, what He does, what’s important to Him. When we look at Jesus we see the Father.

All we have to do is look at Jesus he is right there. He is here in the text of the Bible. And he is here in you and me, the church the body of Christ.

And the Word became flesh and pitched his tent right here with you and me. All we have to do is look at Jesus and we see God as he really is.

God is saying, “Here is who and what I am revealed to you in my Son Jesus Christ”. 

As you learn to love Him you are learning to love the Father.

This baby can change everything. He can change your life if you know him. But here’s a problem.
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II. Not everyone is willing to be changed (John 1:10-11)

John tells us in John 1:10-11 “He [this word, the one who came from heaven, who pitched his tent to dwell among us] was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 

The one who spoke everything into being, who spoke every life into creation, the world refused to recognize who he was. 

Verse 11 goes on “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

They wouldn’t recognize him or acknowledge or receive who he was. 
This is sad. There is no excuse. God himself came yet the dark world covered their eyes to keep the light out. 

The loud world wouldn’t listen to the word from God.

The self-occupied world wouldn’t welcome him in.
Listen, do you think that John’s message is relevant for the world today?

Do we live in a world that is still blind to who Jesus is and doesn’t want to see who Jesus is?

Do we live in a world that is still deaf to who Jesus is and why he came?

Do we live in a world that is too self-absorbed in life today to know and to believe who Jesus is?

III. If you believe and receive this baby you will be changed (John 1:12)

But John goes on to tell in verse 12: “ Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

For those who know and believe who this baby born is Bethlehem is and what He reveals about God, this Baby changes everything!

He changes them from children of the darkness to children of the light, for children of Satan to children of the living God.

So who is this baby born in Bethlehem?

Well he is second person when God says let us make men and women in our image.

He is the offspring of the woman who crushes the head of the serpent Satan.

He is the one who shuts the door to Noah’s ark.

He is the one to whom Abraham bowed and gave offerings to, the mysterious priest named Melchizedick, who scripture tells us had neither beginning of days nor end of life. 

He is the visitor who told Sarah that in one year’s time she would bear a son.

He is the wrestler who touched the hip of Jacob at Bethel. 

He is the dream interpreter for Joseph. 

He is the blood of the lamb of Moses’ Passover.

He is the captain of the Lord of Host for Joshua.

He is the Shepard for David.

He is mighty God, everlasting God and prince of peace for Isaiah.

He is the driver of Elisha’s chariot of fire.

He is the 4th guy in the fiery furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

He is the closer of the lions’ mouths for Daniel’s den.

He is the breath of Ezekiel’s dry bones.

He is the forgiver of sin and the forgiver of unrighteousness in Jeremiah.

He is the messenger of the new covenant we desire says Malachi.

He is the son of David, the son of Marry, the son of God.

He is the word made flesh, the light and the life of the world.

He is the one and only Son who is God himself.

He is Jesus the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

Do you know Him!?
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